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What You'll Learn 

 

With five different subject areas in Academic Pentathlon®, and a new curricular theme each year, you will 
constantly be learning something different. Pentathlon uses the same theme as Academic 
Decathlon® which can create an entire curriculum. The more years you participate in Academic 
Pentathlon, the more themes you will master. These themes are developed by our curriculum team with 
special attention to national content standards. Your participation in Pentathlon will allow you to become 
more knowledgeable and a stronger all-around student. 

 
 

The 2018-19 United States Academic 

Pentathlon® theme is The 1960s: A 
Transformational Decade. Below is a 
brief summary of the topics covered. 

 
SCIENCE: The science curriculum will 
focus on an introduction to laser 
technology and its applications.  
 
LITERATURE: The literature 
curriculum will include critical reading, 
one long work of literature, and 
selected shorter works. The long work 
of literature will be the novel The 
Revolution of Evelyn Serrano by Sonia 
Manzano. 
 
FINE ARTS: The fine arts curriculum is 
a combination of art and music. The 
guide will focus on the art and music of 
The 1960s. 
 
SOCIAL SCIENCE: The social science curriculum will provide an introduction to the history of The 1960s. 
 
MATHEMATICS: The mathematics curriculum will cover an overview of permutations and combinations, 
algebra and statistics. 
 
  

*All test questions will be derived from the USAP curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

The theme for 2018-2019 Academic Pentathlon is The 1960s: A 
Transformational Decade. 

http://usad.org/Pentathlon.aspx


 
 

   Hillcrest Pentathlon Registration Form (REQUIRED) 

  

 

Students Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Name: ______________________________________________ Parent phone number: ____________________ 

 

Parent Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How is your child getting home:    Walking   Riding Bike   Parent Picking Up 

 

Does your child have any medical needs or allergies we should be aware of?  YES  /   NO 

(if you circled yes please email renea.herold@dvusd.org and let us know the details). 

 

Team Practices are each Monday and Wednesday after school from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Students must be picked up 

promptly!! 
 

Parent Signature: _________________________________________________________________________               

 Cut along the line below – These are two separate forms 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
OPTIONAL Arizona Tax Credit Form 

  The tax credit reduces your tax burden to the State of Arizona, dollar for dollar. 

It also reduces your taxable income to the federal government, usually by 1/3 of your donation. 

You end up making money! 

Anyone with or without children, married or single, is eligible for the state tax credit. It’s a win/win for all, so don’t delay. 

 

School Information: Hillcrest Middle School 

Pentathlon Team  

 

Contributors Information (Please Print) 
 

Taxpayer Name: __________________________________________ Taxpayer email:_____________________________________ 

 

Students Name: _________________________________________________ Daytime Phone : _______________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________________ State: ______________________________   Zip: __________________________ 

 

Last 4 of Social Security Number (required for tax receipt):  _______________  Date: ______________________________________ 

 

Paid for class(s):  _______________  Additional Donation ________________ = Total Amount _______________ 

*Married Couples can get up to a $400 credit and Individuals can receive up to a $200 tax credit 
      
Tax Credit Information 

The registration fee is an eligible expense to take advantage of the Arizona Tax program. .   
Please fill out attached Tax Credit form and return with registration and the registration fee will be credited to your Arizona tax liability. 
Please make checks out to Hillcrest Middle School. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:renea.herold@dvusd.org


 

 

The Pentathlon is a five-event scholastic competition for middle school students, providing the benefits of 
Academic Decathlon® along with the challenges of rigorous team and individual competition. 

 
 

The Pentathlon is comprised of five 
academic events: 

 Literature 

 Mathematics 

 Fine Arts 

 Science 

 Social Studies 

 To get to the site, go to www.usad.org and 
click on the 'related programs' name, then 
click on 'Pentathlon.' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many high school decathlon programs use their 
feeder middle school/junior high Pentathlon programs as 
an introduction to the rigors and challenges of this unique 
academic competition.  The five subjects in the Pentathlon 
program provide a basis for the additional subjects studied 
in the Decathlon program.  With a different curricular 
theme each year, the students are introduced to so many 
different aspects of our world today.      

 

 

 
Pentathlon is about the people you’ll meet along the way—the coaches who will mentor you, the competitors who will challenge you, 

and the teammates who will become your lifelong friends. 
 

 

 

Now middle school students can experience a premier scholastic 
competition! 



Pentathlon Welcome Letter 

 

Welcome to the United States Academic Pentathlon® 

 
 

Academic Pentathlon® will allow 
you, as a middle school student, 
a chance to start experiencing 
the benefits of Academic 
Decathlon® before entering high 
school. 

  

Academic Pentathlon® isn’t 
about demonstrating how good 
a student you already are. It’s 
about daring to push your limits. 
It’s about the people you’ll meet 
along the way—the coaches 
who will mentor you, the 
competitors who will challenge 
you, and the teammates who will 
become your lifelong friends. 

  
As Pentathletes you’ll learn an 
exciting new theme each year, 
themes like World War II, India, 
and New Alternatives in Energy: 
Ingenuity and Innovation. You’ll 
explore five subjects connected 
to that theme and you’ll learn to 
move an audience not just with facts and rhetoric, but with confidence. You’ll never do any of this alone, 
you’ll be working with a team—a team composed of students with a wide range of grades but a single 
shared goal. 
  

You should join Academic Pentathlon® not because that goal will be easy to achieve, but because it will 
be hard. You and your teammates may study more than you ever have before, not knowing whether you 
will take home ten medals each—or none at all. 

  
I invite you to become part of a program that you may think is over your head, until you realize you can 
reach higher as a team. I invite you to struggle and I invite you to learn—not just to read, but to 
understand; not just to win, but to lead. 
 
 
Dr. Les Martisko 
Administrator 

 

 

 

Pentathlon is about the people you’ll meet along the way—the coaches who will 
mentor you, the competitors who will challenge you, and the teammates who will 

become your lifelong friends. 



 
 


